
 
   POLLY TITA 

Senior Media Relations Strategist 
(312) 942-6829 

Polly_Tita@rush.edu 
 
June 20, 2023 
 

Franciscan Health, RUSH expand partnership to include vascular 
surgery 

 
MUNSTER, Ind. – Franciscan Health Munster and Rush University System for Health 
(RUSH) are adding to their partnership by expanding vascular surgery options in 
Northwest Indiana.  
 
RUSH vascular surgeons will now see patients and perform procedures at the 
Franciscan Health Munster campus.  
 
Michele Richard, MD, will work with the team of Franciscan Physician Network 
interventional cardiologists treating vascular surgery patients including Michael 
Nicholas, MD, DO FACC, FACOI; Wisam Martini, MD and Tariq Hameed, MD, FACC. 

 
“We are thrilled to be able to expand our collaborative efforts with our partners at 
RUSH to provide more vascular surgery options for our patients in Northwest 
Indiana,” Franciscan Health Munster President and CEO Dean Mazzoni said. 
“Franciscan Alliance is dedicated to providing compassionate care in a community 
setting. We are looking forward to more exciting announcements in the near future 
regarding our partnership with RUSH and our plans to continue to provide access 
to the highest quality healthcare in Northwest Indiana.” 

 
The vascular surgery addition builds on the Franciscan Health and RUSH 
partnership. In September 2022, Franciscan and RUSH announced an agreement 
for cancer and neurosciences with clinical affiliations including oncology, 
neurology, neurosurgery and related surgical specialties.  

 
RUSH neurologists provide virtual, real-time treatment for stroke patients 
presenting to Franciscan emergency rooms. In February 2022, Franciscan Health 
Cancer Center Munster and RUSH announced an agreement to bring the health 
system's nationally recognized thoracic surgeons to the Franciscan Health Munster 
and Dyer campuses. 
 
In January 2022, RUSH and Franciscan Alliance, Inc., announced an agreement that 
provides advisory services to assist Franciscan Health Olympia Fields in graduate 



medical education and physician recruitment, allowing trainees to participate in 
RUSH grand rounds and other educational activities. 
 
“We are enthusiastic about the expansion of our partnership with Franciscan,” said 
Dr. Paul Casey, senior vice president, chief medical officer and interim president, 
RUSH Faculty Practice Group. “Dr. Richard will provide the highest quality, world-
class vascular surgery care, treating complex cases closer to where patients live.” 
 
Dr. Richard will see patients at RUSH at Franciscan Health Munster, 701 Superior 
Dr., Suite O, in Munster. For more information or to make an appointment, please 
call (312) 563-2762. 

### 
 

 
 
 
CUTLINE: RUSH Vascular Surgeon Dr. Michele Richard, top left, joins Franciscan 
Health Interventional Cardiologists Tariq Hameed (top right), Wisam Martini 
(bottom left) and Michael Nicholas (bottom right) in treating vascular surgery 
patients in Munster. 
 
About Franciscan Alliance: The Franciscan Alliance healthcare ministry began in 
Lafayette, Ind. in 1875. Today, Franciscan Alliance is one of the largest Catholic 
health care systems in the Midwest with 11 hospital campuses, more than 19,000 
employees and a number of nationally recognized Centers of Health Care 
Excellence. Hospitals include Franciscan Health Carmel; Franciscan Health 
Crawfordsville; Franciscan Health Crown Point; Franciscan Health Dyer; Franciscan 
Health Indianapolis; Franciscan Health Lafayette; Franciscan Health Michigan City; 
Franciscan Health Mooresville; Franciscan Health Munster; Franciscan Health 
Olympia Fields (Ill.) and Franciscan Health Rensselaer. 
 
About RUSH: RUSH is a national leader in outstanding patient care, education, 
research, community partnerships and health equity. RUSH University Medical 
Center is ranked among the top hospitals in the nation by U.S. News & World 
Report. The medical center consistently is named among the top academic medical 
centers for excellence in patient care by Vizient Inc. and a Top Teaching Hospital by 
The Leapfrog Group. Rush University System for Health is a nonprofit that includes 
RUSH University Medical Center, RUSH University, RUSH Oak Park Hospital and 
RUSH Copley Medical Center in Aurora, as well as an extensive network of 
providers and outpatient care facilities. RUSH University, with an enrollment of 
more than 2,800 students, comprises four colleges: RUSH Medical College, the 
College of Nursing, the College of Health Sciences and the Graduate College.  
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